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WASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  

Clerk to the Council   Mrs   R Luckin ,   Bramley Cottage, Hole Street,   Wiston , West Sussex, BN44 3DH   Tel:  01903 893548   Email:  washingtonpc@talk21.com     Website: www.wpc.org.uk  


PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
6th August 2012 
7.30pm in the Village Hall
MINUTES

Present: Cllr L. Britt, Cllr N. Doré, Cllr P. Heeley, Cllr D. Horwood, Cllr A. Jennings, Cllr R. Milner-Gulland, 
Cllr M. Turley, and Cllr D. Whyberd.
In Attendance: Cllr Wilkinson (WSCC) and Cllr Dawe (HDC)
Members of the public: seven

Clerk: Rebecca Luckin
12.85 Apologies and Declarations of Interest

Apologies were received from Cllr Cook (holiday), Cllr Davies (Olympics), Cllr Beglan (husband in hospital).

Declarations of interest were received from Cllr Britt – neighbour to Ivy Cottage, Cllr Turley - neighbour to The Old Forge, Cllr Dore – member of the Village Hall Management Committee.

12.86 Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd July 2012 agreed as being a correct record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman.


The meeting was adjourned to allow members of the public to speak

12.86.1 PC Burt reported on crimes that had occurred in the parish between 1St and 29th July - harassment via Facebook, and four instances of theft.  A car had been stolen from Rock Road, hot tubs from Squires Garden Centre, and a handbag from a car parked in Glasby Lane.  The Village Sign had been stolen, but subsequently returned.  There had been no fingerprints on the sign.  PCSO Bonniface advised that 56 crimes were reported in the last year in the parish, including 20 burglaries from sheds, 8 of criminal damage, 2 vehicles stolen, 5 instances of theft and handling, and theft from cars.  PCSO Bonniface confirmed that crime is low, compared to other areas, and that prosecutions were in the region of 10%.  She confirmed that 84 (subsequently confirmed as 30) motorists had been caught using the A24 bus crossing gap illegally.  Cllr Whyberd thanked PC’s present for assisting his wife following an accident recently.   Cllr Wilkinson asked if PC Burt had been surprised by the escalation in number of travellers recently.   PC Burt advised that the increase was from 2 to 3 caravans and that the travellers had now moved on to Muttons Lane nursery.  There had been an attempted eviction, but travellers had taken up residence in a greenhouse and could not be moved.  The property owner is deciding whether to take court action or to tolerate them for a period of time.  A barking dog is present, but not aggressive.  PC Burt reported no problems with the travellers at the Windmill, and advised that until traveller sites are provided, issues will continue.

The Chairman thanked PCSO Bonniface and PC Burt for attending.

12.86.2 Members of the public expressed concerns regarding proposed changes in the management of land by the National Trust. Notices have been posted advising of the intention to fence woodland and allow cattle to graze Warren Hill, turning the area into heathland and encouraging new species of wildlife.  Councillors and members of the public were concerned that the proposals had not been fully considered.  There are currently wild daffodils and a badger set that would be lost.  The species of wildlife suggested by the NT would not appear.  The Chairman read a letter from NT Warden, Vic Oliver and circulated a flyer.  Councillors were concerned that there was no management plan for the area.  The Clerk will contact the NT and ask for this document and to advise that Councillors would like to meet as a matter of urgency to discuss the proposals.

Concerns were also expressed regarding the management of Jockey Meadow.  The Chairman advised that the Countryside Stewardship scheme placed restrictions on the use of land and that the area could only be fenced, not grazed.  The Chairman thanked members of the public for highlighting the issue.  

12.86.3 Two members of the public were concerned at the poor condition of the road surface in Chanctonbury Close.

There are potholes, obstacles on pavements, a broken drain and no street lighting.  The road is unadopted, partly owned by Saxon Weald, HDC and also by home owners.  A member of the public asked the Parish Council to consider funding repair works and requesting contributions from home owners.  The Chairman advised that there were no funds available for road repairs and suggested that those living in the close form a residents committee and commence a rolling fund for repairs, with a view to addressing urgent problems in the first instance and resolving other issues in the long term.  Cllr Wilkinson advised that WSCC would be unlikely to meet the costs, since there are 2000 unadopted roads in the County and that it was the responsibility of residents to maintain the surfaces.  He advised that he would contact Mark Bishop and request minimal safety repairs.  Cllr Wilkinson advised that residents would be liable if there was a claim for accident or injury, not WSCC or the Parish Council.  The Chairman advised residents to approach Saxon Weald for advice, since they owned the largest number of houses in the close, and thanked members of the public for attending.

The meeting was reconvened

12.87 Matters arising 
Clerk’s Action Lists following the meetings of 2nd and 16th July 2012 were circulated prior to the meeting.

The Clerk confirmed that the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Parish Council did not need to be the Chair and Vice-Chair of Finance Committee.  
The ownership of the road in The Holt was still unclear.

12.88 Planning & Transport 

Applications 

	SDNP/12/01272/LIS – Old Forge, School Lane, Washington – Damp proofing to ground floors, internal alterations, changes to door and window at rear/side.  Previously discussed and response submitted, following meeting of 16th July 2012.
DC/12/1241 Drifters Lodge Newhouse Lane 

Single storey side extension to incorporate and widen the existing garage, including new roof accommodation with two front dormer windows, a new dormer window on the side (east) elevation plus a new detached oak framed garage/car-port structure on the eastern.  Councillors agreed, no objections, the Clerk will respond to HDC.
SDNP/12/01397 Swallows Corner, School Lane - 
Extensions and alterations replacing existing conservatory with dining room, new dormers to front and rear elevations and detached double carport and cycle store.  Councillors were concerned regarding the siting and bulk of the proposed car port at the front of the property, which would impinge on the street scene.  There could be a problem with overlooking.  Councillors agreed to object to the proposal – the Clerk will respond.

DC/12/1352 – 8 Gorse Bank Close, Storrington  - Side extension, new roof incorporating rooflights, dormer window and rear balconies. Minor amendments to original plans.  Cllr Heeley advised that one member of the public had objected to the change in her view across the street.  HDC will assess the impact.
SDNP/12/01457/TCA Ivy Cottage The Street Washington 

Fell 1 x Norway Spruce tree (Works to Trees in a Conservation Area) Plans not received at the time of the meeting, the Clerk will request an extension on time.

Enforcement 

Destination Triumph – unauthorised advertising, HDC Enforcement investigating – ref: SDNP/12/00237/UADV

Conditions

Planting scheme at Kia Garage, Gary Peck has now left HDC but has advised the Clerk to follow up the case at the end of August, through Enforcement.  (Following a five year wait for work to commence).  
Decision Notices 

None 




Appeals

DC/11/1652 Little Barton, Hampers Lane – appeal in progress

APP/ Z3825/D/12/2173034 – The Maples, Hampers Lane – appeal in progress

APP/Z3825/A/12/2176793/NWF – Cemex, RMC Site – appeal in progress
APP/Z3825/A/11/2176127/NWF – Castle Farm Estates – appeal in progress

Transport
A283 Crossing – site meeting to take place 10.00am 24th September, with Cllr Wilkinson, Pene Mather School Travel Advisor WSCC, Ed Dickinson, Councillors and Clerk.  Cllr Dawe will attend if possible.
A24 Gap – no further news reported by the Clerk.  Cllr Wilkinson will investigate.
Washington Speed Survey – will take place after the school summer break.  Sites for monitors have been identified, the clerk will ask for dates.

Rock Road / Hampers Lane junction – double white lines requested.  Joel Sykes, WSCC has advised that the road is not wide enough for double white lines.  Cllr Turley was of the opinion that the road could be narrowed with the installation of edge lines to reduce the width of the road and remove the centre line, to give the perception of a narrow road, encouraging drivers to take care.  This would also create more space for pedestrians to use.  The Clerk will contact Adam Bazley, cc Cllr Wilkinson.

12.89 Finance
12.89.1 Contribution to A283 crossing – awaiting costing from WSCC, following the meeting.  Councillors confirmed that they were concerned regarding the safety of pedestrians using the crossing and prepared to make a contribution towards the cost of improving the crossing.

12.29.2 Councillors agreed to cover the cost of course and registration fees for the Clerk to undertake the CiLCA (Certificate in Local Council Administration) qualification.  CiLCA course registration fee £150 and course training fee £185+VAT (£350 set aside in budget for training).  Members agreed that if the Clerk were to leave employment within eighteen months, that the course and registration fees should be reimbursed by the Clerk.
12.29.3 Replace Parish Council Printer with equivalent model HP Officejet 4620 – PC World £77.99 (from funds saved on phone bills).  Councillors agreed to the purchase of a replacement printer.
12.29.4 The Rospa Report advised that the play bark in the children’s play area is currently low.  The Clerk will discuss with the handyman and assess how much bark is needed (volume not weight).  Councillors agreed to spend a maximum of £500 to remedy the situation (1 hippo bag of bark £65+VAT).

	
	

	
	


Cheques for approval:

	SCS Phone bill (July) not yet received
	Max £50.00

	Frank H Maintenance 
	£139.47

	Litter Warden’s salary (invoice not yet received)
Daniel Muddle £5 p/h maintenance
	Max£152.00
Max £20

	Clerk’s Salary (net)
	£756.76

	Clerk’s expenses including: Fence rails £30.96
D Flynn Grounds maintenance (July invoice not yet received)
	£74.05
£

	HDC Newsletters £35.20 and Refuse sacks £6.38
	£41.58

	Rospa Play Area Inspection
	£97.20

	Members agreed all cheques above with the exception of D Flynn grounds maintenance.


	


Quotes Received

Andrew Gale – Tree Condition Report for trees on the Recreation Ground - £480.00+VAT.  Councillors believed the quote to be expensive.  Cllr Jennings will provide a contact for another tree surgeon.  Cllr Turley advised that some trees in the First Extension Graveyard may need attention.

12.90 Correspondence 

1. HDC Member’s E-bulletin circulated 02.07.12

2. Claire Ebelwicz HDC, Event for children with Special Needs – circulated 03.07.12

3. Gypsy and Traveller Sites preferred options document HDC – circulated 09.07.12

4. CPRE – Neighbourhood Planning Workshop 25th July – circulated 09.07.12

5. HACVS E-Newsletter circulated 09.07.12

6. HDC Member’s E-bulletin circulated 09.07.12

7. AiRS E-newsletter circulated 10.07.12

8. HDC Member’s E-bulleting circulated 17.07.12

9. RSN E-bulletin circulated 25.07.12

10. HDC Member’s E-bulletin circulated 25.07.12

11. HDC Sally Stallan invite to attend Travellers Site Options meetings 16 and 17 August – circulated 26.07.12

12. HACVS E-Bulletin circulated 30.07.12

13. Section 106 Funds available – circulated 30.07.12

14. HDC Member’s E-bulletin – circulated 31.07.12

15. RSN E-bulletin – circulated 01.08.12

16. HDC Housing Strategy Review – circulated 06.08.12

17. Rural Services Network E-bulletin – circulated 06.08.2

18. SDNPA Planning Committee agenda for 9th August (including item on draft document regarding Eon Windfarm proposal) – circulated 06.08.12.  Cllr Milner-Gulland advised that the  closing date for comment was 8th August.  The SDNPA has produced a document 40 pages long and is critical of the proposal.  Councillors comments may be superfluous, since parish is not directly affected by the proposal.  Members could make representation if the planning process commences.  

19. AiRS – October Workshop regarding community projects – circulated 06.08.12

Cllr Heeley proposed that designated members take responsibility for reading e-bulletins and drawing key issues to the attention of others.  The Clerk will draw up a list and send to Councillors for them to indicate which bulletins they are particularly interested in reading.

12.91 Local Issues including Maintenance  

12.91.1 Travellers in the Old London Road – Councillors thanked Cllr Wilkinson and Esther Quarm for working to resolve the concerns of residents.  

12.91.2 Website progress update – Cllr Heeley advised that current website is down.   Following discussions and research, he had found a company called Vision ICT with set up costs of approximately £500 and maintenance costs of £200 per year.  He will progress further and report back.

12.91.3 Youth Provision – Presentation circulated amongst Councillors – response required to HDC for September.

12.91.4 Councillor Horwood raised concern that Parish Councillors had in the past reported to WSCC, logs on the verges outside Meadowlea in the Bostal, which had been placed by the owner to protect the verges.  A representation was made by Cllr Horwood that this had been reported by Cllrs Britt and Cllr Turley. Cllr Turley strongly refuted this, and asked that the suggestion be withdrawn. The Chair stated that if it was reported to the PC by others, it could not then be ignored and the discussion was closed.  
Cllr Horwood mentioned that Logs/Rocks are placed outside many properties in Washington.  Cllr Horwood asked that if the resident were to place logs on the verges that Parish Councillors would not report the property owner again. No commitment to this was made. The Chair stated that if it was reported to the PC by others, it could not then be ignored
12.91.5 Rospa report received – recommend closure of children’s playground when cricket matches take place.  The Chair confirmed that a 15 foot high net is erected on match days to protect children in the play area.  The Handyman is addressing maintenance issues highlighted in the report.
12.91.6 Village Day now rebooked for 8th September.

12.91.7 Repair / replace black and white finger posts on Rock Road / Merrywood Lane junction and Muttons Lane triangle.  Clerk has requested quote.  
12.91.8 Litter Warden leaving – Clerk has organised a card and thank you gift.

12.91.9 Car for sale by roundabout – Clerk has advised Highways.  


12.92 Reports and recommendations from Committees 

To receive any reports from Committee meetings held on 16th July:

Open Spaces, Recreation and Allotments
Councillors wish to undertake a Tree Assessment to avoid any danger to members of the public.

Clearance at the end of the allotments – Allotment holders were divided on the proposal.  
A second letter has been sent to an allotment holder reminding of the need to keep plot cultivated and as weed free as possible, and giving one month to respond.  Plot will be offered to another if there is no response.

New handyman has commenced repair work at Children’s Play area, boundary fence and other concerns.

Drainage on and around the recreation ground.  D Flynn can use a decompaction machine to cut slits into the ground to aid drainage £195.00.  This option will be discussed at the next Opens Spaces, Recreation and Allotments Committee meeting. 
The village sign has been found – PC Burt will return it to the Parish Council.

Footpaths and Conservation

Councillors discussed and agreed to the cost of the revised Washington Walk Leaflet - £360+VAT.  Proposed by Cllr Horwood, seconded by Cllr Jennings and voted for unanimously.  

Home Farm footpath – work has commenced and should be completed shortly.

Cllr Milner-Gulland is concerned regarding the proposed off-shore Wind Farm.

Millenium Footpath – Andy Gattiker will meet with WSCC Rights of Way Team soon to discuss options and hopes for further news soon.

Planning and Transport 

Planning responses:

SDNP/12/01272 The Old Forge, School Lane, Grade II listed building.  Damp proofing to ground floors, internal alterations, changes to door and window at rear/side. The Chairman advised that the house is situated on top of natural spring.  Councillors agreed that they would not object and wished to defer to the decision of the Conservation Officer.  

Flooding – WSCC are considering installing two extra gullies to direct water into the culvert and brook opposite The Frankland Arms.  

The Clerk has contacted Highways again regarding flooding at Swallows Corner.

Finance Committee

Review of spending against budget – within budget.

It was agreed that all reserved funds need to be clearly ear marked for agreed projects.  The Finance Committee would like all committees to draw up a ‘wish list’ of projects to be considered in the next budget.

Internal Auditors report received and recommendations noted.

Future spending – A283 Crossing, estimate not yet received.

Finance Committee agreed to fund Fire Alarm system works in the Small Hall (£351.00) to bring it up to the required standard, but did not wish to set a precedent for future support.  Councillors agreed that a meeting with the VHMC was required to discuss responsibilities and gaps in funding for repairs to hall.  The Clerk will liaise with VHMC to register concerns that the PC have regarding the shortfall in funding.    The Clerk will suggest that two members of each body meet to discuss any issues.  

Investments – Councillors agreed to invest £10,000 in a two year, higher interest account.  Following a discussion with the Internal Auditor, the Clerk has transferred the funds and expects to yield £660 interest over 2 years.  Investments will be reviewed on a rolling basis.

12.93 Meetings attended 

Cllr Milner-Gulland had attended a meeting of the South Downs Network and advised that the proposed wind farm had been discussed.

12.94 Any Other Urgent Business 

Any Other Urgent Business is for the exchange of information only, as it is a non-specific item, members cannot make decisions under this section.  If you have any urgent business that needs a decision to be made at the meeting and you are unable to notify the Clerk in time for it to be included on the Agenda, please speak to the Clerk before the meeting begins.
Cllr Heeley noticed that an AiRS meeting was schedule for 15th October – the Clerk will investigate, since the date coincides with the Parish Council committee meetings.

Cllr Horwood asked for a progress update on bollards to be placed in the Bostal layby – the Clerk will follow up.


Cllr Dore advised that the hall would not be available for committee meetings on 20th August – the Clerk will ask if the Frankland Arms has a side room that could be used.

12.95 Date and Time of next meetings: 









Committees – 20th August 







Full Council – 3rd September

The meeting closed at 9.25pm

Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date: . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  .

Chairman
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